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1. What does the man ask the woman to do?

A. Recommend a book to him. B. Armrange a journey for him. C. Send him to hospital.
2. Who is the man?

A. A car salesman. B. A repairman. C. A customer.
3. How did the man feel during his last trip?

A. Excited. B. Stressed. C. Lonely.
4. What will the man probably do next?

A. Watch the tigers. B. Feed the monkeys. C. Take pictures of the lions..
5. When will the woman meet her lawyer?

A. At 2:00 p.m. B. At 3:00 p.m. C. At 5:00 p.m.
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6. What’s the woman'’s concern about more elderly people?

A. Lack of young workers.

B. Increased need for nursing staff.

C. Higher pressure on economic growth.
7. What makes the woman uncertain about relying on robots?

A. The cost of getting such technology.

B. The loss of emotional communication.

C. The robots’ inability to perform difficult tasks.
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8. Whal part of the man’s body was injulg%?iﬁ%é time?

A. His leg. B. His back.
9. Where arc the speakers probably?
A. At a football field. B. At a golf course.
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10. What is the relationship between the speakers?

A. Schoolmates, B. Colleagues.
11. How did the woman learn some French before high school?
A. By learning from her sister. B. By taking classes.

1 2. What does the woman think of the man’s decision?
A. It's a waste of opportunity.
B. It's of great use 1o his later life.
C. Tt will help him apply for university.
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| 3. What is an advantage of the solar energy equipment?
A. It’s cheap to set up.
B. It's easy to maintain.
C. It’s suitable for various areas.

14. What's the last energy source the speakers have mentioned?
A. Wind. B. The sun.
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C. His foot.

C. In a hospital.

C. Teacher and student.

C. By travelling.

C. Water.

15. What can be a problem in creating water power according to the woman?

A. It can influence the fish and plants nearby.
B. It can easily suffer from natural disasters.
C. It can cause the moving of the local people.
16. What is the woman’s suggestion on renewable energy sources?
A. Balancing different types of sources.
B. Focusing on the most effective source.
C. Discovering more clean energy sources.
WreE 10 Bip s, BB 17 2 20 .
17. What is the speaker mainly talking about?
A. Where spiders live.
B. How spiders catch food.
C. What spiders do with webs.
18. Why do spiders make webs to hunt?
A. They are slow in chasing,
B. They have poor eyesight.
C. They want to save energy.
19. What does “ballooning” allow spiders to do?
A. Hunt more efficiently.
B. Travel to new locations.
C. Communicate with each other.
20. Why does the speaker mention engineers?
A. To emphasize spiders’ role.
B. To highlight spiders’ ability.
C. To describe spiders’ hunting skills.
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Fascinating Non-Fiction Science Books For Curious Minds

Whether you're a lifelong leamer or someone dipping their toes into science for the first time, the
following science books might just be your ideal companions, promising to amaze, inspire and make you
a little more knowledgeable about the world around you.
Astrophysics For People In A Hurry—Neil deGrasse Tyson

For those captivated by the cosmos but short on time, Astrophysics for People in a Hurry is the
perfect introduction to the wonders of the universe. In this snappy, engaging book, Neil deGrasse Tyson
simplifies complex ideas—from the Big Bang to dark matter, from the origins of time and space to black
holes—into bite-sized, accessible explanations.
The Man Who Mistook His Wife For A Hat And Other Clinical Tales—Oliver Sacks

In The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat, Oliver Sacks examines neurological disorders through
poignant cases. By combining clinical details and empathetic storytelling, he creates absorbing human
narratives. A truly essential read.
Your Inner Fish: A Journey Into The 3.5-Billion-Year History Of The Human Body—Neil Shubin

In Your Inner Fish, paleontologist Neil Shubin explores how human body developed over time,
tracing traits like arms and organs back to ancient fish through fossils. His engaging storytelling bridges
past and present, making complex science relatable and awe-inspiring—a must-read for those curious
about life’s origins.
The Genius Of Birds—Jennifer Ackerman

From pigeons that outperform humans in visual memory tests to crows capable of complex
reasoning, Jennifer Ackerman challenges the phrase “bird-brained” with a fascinating exploration of birds’
intelligence. Based on the latest cutting-edge research and fascinating field studies, Ackerman reveals
how birds demonstrate incredible problem-solving skills, memory, creativity and even the ability 10 use

tools. This popular science book will open your eyes to the surprising cognitive abilities of birds.

21. What does Astrophysics for People in a Hurry focus on?

A. Idea generation. B. Universe wonders.

C. Space adventures. D. Strategy interpretation.
22. What does Neil Shubin mainly do in the book Your Inner Fish?

A. He invents fascinating stories. B. He discovers unique fossils.

C. He explores the origin of fish. D. He studies human body evolution.
23, What's the common belief of “bird-brained” when it comes to birds?

A. They have a logical brain, B. They have a visual memory.

C. They’re lacking in intelligence, D. They're in need of training.
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This February, a pet owner left his mother cat and her kitten with a pet sitter from Xiauhungshu.
Only threc days later, both cats fell from the 19th floor and died. “The owner was in great emotional pain
—ho’d bad the cats since they were little.” said Lawyer Cui. Instead of going to court, the two parties
came to a deal with Cui’s assistance: the sitter would pay a few thousand yuan in small monthly parts.

Cui, 27, has practiced law in Chengdu since 2020 and went independent in 2023, At first, he handled
many civil cases, but the heavy work tired him out. One late night, with his long-haired cat Ultraman
quiet beside him, he bad a sudden idea: “1 love pets. Why not focus on legal problems about them?” This
special area has few lawyers in China. Since then, Cui has taken cases like pet medical mistakes, sale lies,
and accidenta] deaths.

A 2024 Goldman Sachs report says China’s pet number first passed kids under 4. By 2030, it may be
nearly twice that. As pet ownership surges in China, such disputes (£4 4}) are becoming more common.
Pets are increasingly viewed as family members, yet the legal system has been slow to adapt.

China still lacks a dedicated animal protection law. Lawyers often use general rules from the Civil
Code, which only bring light punishments. “The legal vacuum is the biggest challenge,” Cui said.
“Without clear statutes, it’s difficult to protect pets or their owners effectively.”

Yet Cui remains optimistic. He started a WeChat group “Pet Legal Alliance” with over 1,000
lawyers (all pet owners t00). They share resources and push for better rules. Cui likes to mediate (i #%)
instead of long court fights. Still, he believes change is coming. “Pets are not property. They are life
companions. The law should reflect that,” he said.

24. What was the result of the two cats’ case?

A. It was put off for new evidence. B. It was successfully solved in court.

C. The lawyer helped reach a settlement. D. The sitter delayed repaying the owner.
25. Why did Lawyer Cui decide to take pet-related work?

A. To follow his own heart. B. To decrease career risks.

C. To gain special inspiration. D. To lower his expectations.

26. What is the main purpose of mentioning the WeChat group?
A. To display the group’s daily activities.
B. To stress pet topics’ popularity online.
C. To point out the inefficiency of lawsuits.
D. To showcase a joint effort for pet legal rights.
27. What can be inferred about Cui?
A. He is confused about civil cases.
B. He is passionate about court fights.
C. He shows indifference to challenges.

D. He possesses a sharp market awareness.
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Results are cssential. Working hard can feel like a waste when no desirable outcome occurs after
cveryyhing. However, it's not all about the results. Whie making progress toward something, we can gain
somepping from the process, and that's why we should not underestimate the importance of focusing on
the prgoess.

Any process required to achieve something is a treasure trove (5 ) of learning opportunities. You
may need 10 learn new skills and take in new knowledge. You may also need to work with others with
differeqt specialties, and you can learn from them to improve yourself. You will miss all these learning
opportynities if you jump straight to the results. Sure, you might reap the benefits for one specific
momepy, but what about next time? You will have problems figuring out the “how™ if you only get the
“what* jmmediately.

When You focus on one specific result, it can narrow your perspective and make you inflexible.
Things can change while you are on your journey to accomplish your goal. What you initially thought
you wapted may change. As a result, you will learn to be flexible and adapt to the demands needed for
your desired outcome, You also become more appreciative of whatever you obtain. You know how hard it
is to achieve something, so the value of what you win in the end increases and makes you more
apprecigtive of it. Therefore, you won'’t easily take the things you achieve through time and effort for
granted.

You focus more on the present and achieve happiness more easily. When the outcome is the only
thing that matters, your mind tends to focus more on the future, leading to constant worries when you tie
your happiness to an external factor, such as your desired outcome. What if you don’t attain it? That
means you end up feeling disappointed and stressed. However, if you emphasize the process, you tend to
focus more on the present. Getting in touch with the present can make you feel happy even before
attaining the desired result. And even if you don’t get what you want, you still learn something from the

process, which you can use to pursue something else.

28. What can be learned from the first paragraph?

A. Result and process are both desirable. B. The impact of hard work is easily ignored.

C. Progress and outcome are both measurable. D. The cost of process is usually predictable.
29. Which can best replace the underlined word “reap” in Paragraph 27

A. Confirm. B. Obtain. C. Emphasize. D. Estimate.
30. What should we do on the way to a successful goal according to the passage?

A. Neglect the demanding tasks. B. Stick to a certain result,

C. Adjust to the changing situation. D. Treat time and effort lightly.
31. What is the passage mainly about?

A. Taking the present seriously.

B. Achieving happiness step by step.

C. The significance of valuing the process.

D. The relationship between success and failure.
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Honey from Australia’s stingless “sugarbag” bees has been found to have amazing antimicrobial (77 B fr)
abilities, meaning it could be used to treat infections. But what gives it such amazing power?

A study led by Dr Kenya Femmandes of the University of Sydney has shown the remarkable
antimicrobial qualities of honey from three species of native Australian stingless bees, commonly called
“sugarbag bees”. Their honey has long been served as food and a traditional treatment for health issues
like itchy skin and sores among Australia’s native communities.

The research reveals that stingless bee honey keeps its infection-fighting power even after heat
treatment and long-term storage. These distinctive features set it apart from honey from honeybees. With
antibiotic resistance (i 4 & il # 14 ) becoming a vital global health problem, Dr Fernandes noted,
“Given the growing medical challenge of antimicrobial resistance, our findings suggest stingless bee
honey could provide a valuable alternative to man-made antibiotics.”

Earlier studies have shown that unlike conventional antibiotics, microbes rarely develop resistance
to honey. But unlike European honeybee honey, which mainly relies on hydrogen peroxide (i1 % f£. ) for
antimicrobial effects, Australian stingless bee honey has high levels of both hydrogen peroxide and
non-peroxide activity, making it effective for health use.

However, a major challenge is low yield. Each stingless beehive produces only about 0.5 litres of
honey a year, making large-scale production difficult, Dr Ros Gloag explained, “While the yield is small,
these hives require less maintenance than traditional bechives, allowing beekeepers to manage larger
numbers.”

The research team plans to further explore its non-peroxide activity. Dr Fernandes said, “While we
have yet to test the honeys against antibiotic-resistant bacteria specifically, the presence of multiple
antimicrobial factors significantly reduces the possibility of resistance developing.”

32. What do we know from the second paragraph?
A. How stingless bees make special honey.
B. How stingless bee honey is used for food.
C. Australian native communities live on honey.
D. Sugarbag bees” honey has some medical value,
23, What is special about stingless bee honey according to related study?
A. It 1s rich in antimicrobial factors.
B. It loses antimicrobial power after heating.
C. It requires careful storage for the natural taste.
D. It depends on antibiotic to prevent infections.
34. What can we say about the research team?
A. They’ll expand the sales of the honey. B. They'll improve traditional beehives.
C. They’re optimistic about the future study. D. They've proved the honey’s side effect.
35. Which is the best title for the passage?
A. Different Bees Having Different Potentials
B. A Sweet Hope Against Antibiotic Resistance
C. Three Species of Native Australian Stingless Bees
D. Man-made Antibiotics Coming onto the Market Soon
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The Ultimate Guide to Living Room Renovation (¥4%) on a Budget
Are you dreaming of a fresh look for your living room but worried about the costs? You’re not

alone. 36 However, with a bit of creativity, you can transform your space without breaking

the bank.
Assess Your Current Space

Before you start, take a good look at your existing furniture and decoration. Is there anything that

can be reused or refurbished? Identify what stays and what goes. 37 It also helps preserve the
character, so you can achieve the desired results.
Choose a Color Scheme

Colors can dramatically change the atmosphere of a room. Opt for light colors to make your space

feel larger or bold tones to add a touch of modernity. 38

Invest in Key Pieces

39 Sometimes, adding or updating a few key pieces can have a dramatic effect.

Consider investing in a new carpet or a new lamp to serve as the focal point of your room. Adding
personal touches through a DIY approach can help avoid significant expenses as well.

Maximize Your Budget

Explore second-hand stores for unique and affordable pieces. 40 Platforms like Facebook

Marketplace or Craigslist can offer bargains, too. Furnishing a room shouldn’t cost a fortune. Just make
the most of your budget.

A. You don’t have to replace everything.

B. This act reduces unnecessary expenses.

C. You can make your dream a reality one day.

D. It is crucial to keep up with the latest fashion.

E. Wait for end-of-season sales for bigger discounts on new items.

F. Many homeowners are faced with the challenge of high renovation costs.

G. Paired with matching items, the right selection can refresh your living room entirely.
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At the start of the swim season, my 11-year-old daughter Elizabeth and I made a deal that she

would go to practice three times a week but wouldn’t compete in swim meets. She 41 them,

getting horribly nervous at the thought of making mistakes and 42 everyone.

Recently, her team announced a “T-shirt relay,” where each swimmer would 43 a T-shirt

and socks, and swim 50 meters. One teammate would take off the clothes and socks and put them on the
next one. It wasn’t exactly an individual swim meet, but involving team members, so I finally talked her
into going. 44, Elizabeth was chosen to swim the decisive last leg (/5 —#).

a narrow lead. Then it was Elizabeth’s 46 . Atthe
fell off and floated in the pool. Her team was informed that she had to put

By the last leg, her team had 45
halfway mark, her 47

it on in time or they’d be 48 . Her teammates screamed for her to get the sock, but she couldn’t
hear. A girl from another team was 49 up. Suddenly, a teammate jumped in, 50 the
sock and swam after Elizabeth, and then 51 it on her foot. With the sock on, Elizabeth fought

her heart out for the last 15 meters and became a B

On the ride home, she 53 her moment of glory repeatedly. She talked about how scared

she was when someone took hold of her foot and how 54 the night was. She told me that if the
relay was an Olympic event—and che is quite 55 it should be—her team would win the gold

medal. I told her that in my professional opinion, she was absolutely right.
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41. A. practiced B. disliked C. underestimated D. attended

42. A. embarrassing B. disappointing C. frightening D. annoying
“43. A. design B. choose C. wear D. purchase

44. A. Eventually B. Thankfully C. Unexpectedly D. Fortunately

45. A. gained B. arranged C. selected D. required

46. A. exhibition B. struggle C. platform D. turn

47. A. sock B. cap C. glasses D. clothes

48: A. recorded B. fined C. disqualified D. controlled

49. A. dressing B. signing C. cheering D. catching

50. A. removed B. grabbed C. checked D. emptied

51. A. stuck B. fastened C. put D. wrapped

52. A. hero B. competitor C. swimmer D. coach

53, A. anticipated B. scheduled C. witnessed D. relived

54. A. amazing B. relaxing C. exhausting D. frustrating

55. A. energetic B. confident C. proud D. considerate
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Chinese people perform lion dances at Chinese festivals or big 56 (occasion) to bring good
fortune and chase away evil spirits. The lion dance is one of 57 most significant traditions at
Chinese New Year, which is performed to bring prosperity and good luck for the upcoming year. The lion
dance is also a way 58 (create) a festive atmosphere and bring happiness.

Southern lion dance, 39 (come) from Guangdong, is popular in Hong Kong, Macau and
overseas Chinese communities. It imitates lion behavior, with vivid and comical acts like scratching and
playing with a ball. Northern lion dance is 60 (close) related to Chinese martial arts. Costumes
are practical for movement. Adult lion dance has gymnastic moves like standing up, rolling and leaping.

In traditional Chinese culture, the lion, like the Chinese dragon, was an animal 61 existed in
myth, and there were no actual lions in China. During the Han Dynasty (202 BC—220 AD), only a few
lions 62 (bring) to the Central Plains from the western area of ancient China (now Xinjiang) due
to the Silk Road trade. After that, lion dances continued to be regarded as a popular ___63  (perform)
among the people, to pray for good luck during the Spring Festival or during other celebrations.

The lion dance is an excellent example _ 64  Chinese folk culture, which has spread across the
world with Chinese immigration, Up to now, overseas Chinese in Europe, America, etc. ___65  (establish)

many lion dance clubs, holding a variety of events to celebrate Chinese festivals, particularly Chinese

New Year.
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Dear Paul,

Yours,
Li Hua
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Half a year ago, Li Mei’s father received a notice from his company stating that he needed to work
in Paris for two years. So her mother decided to move to Paris and asked Li Mei if she was willing to go
with them. Despite having to leave her familiar surroundings, Li Mei didn’t want to be separated from
her parents. One month ago, the whole family relocated to the 13th arrondissement ([X) of Paris, and Li
Mei successfully enrolled in a local high school.

Li Mei started her high school journey in the vibrant city of Paris. While she was eager to immerse
herself in the new culture, some aspects of adapting proved to be more challenging than she had pictured
in mind, especially when it came to something as personal as food.

While her French classmates ate salads, Li Mei took out a package of steamed rice. During her
school days, her lunch became a daily struggle. One Monday, one boy Pierre pointed at her lunch and
whispered, “That looks strange!” Li Mei blushed and quietly ran out.

Over the following days, she refused the Chinese dishes her mother prepared and only bought
sandwiches for lunch. Although she no longer received strange looks at school, she felt a little bit
ashamed hiding what she truly liked.

Everything changed when her history teacher, Mr. Dupont, launched a project “Food & Culture
Week”. Each student was to prepare a traditional dish and present its cultural significance. Li Mei
hesitated—would anyone care about Chinese food here? But she really wanted to have a try. After much
thought and careful selection, she decided to go with a food item related to traditional Chinese festivals,
as festivals always seem attractive. Moreover, since some traditional Chinese festivals have gained a
certain degree of popularity in France, this would make it easier for her classmates to understand and
accept the dish she planned to prepare. She returned home and shared the wonderful news with her

parents.
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Li Mei devoted herself to preparing for the presentation.

The presentation day finally arrived.
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