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NOTICE
Dear students,

This term, the new column themed “A histoncal person in China” in our school English newspaper, 1s collecting
works from students. It aims to memorize and praise those great persons who have a great impact in Chinese history.
Any student can write articles, stories and poems for this column. It’s believed that by attending this activity, you will
not only improve your writing skills, but also raise a sense of national pride. Besides, remember to send your entry to
the school English newspaper office before the deadline, May 12th, 2024.

Looking forward to your active participation and contribution to the new column. That’s all.
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Text 1

M: I saw you went to an escape room last Sunday. How was it?

W: It was quite fun. I’m not sure I have the right type of mind for it... My friends figured out most of the clues! But
it’s absolutely your sort of thing. You must go!

Text 2

W: Bill, I’'m so sorry, but I've come down with a horrible cold, so I can’t help out with the river clean-up today.

M: Oh, that’s a shame, Laural

W: Yes. But my husband is still coming with the boys. I’'m sure they’ll be a big help.

Text 3

M: I can’t come to the movies tonight. My parents are going to a dinner party, so [ have to stay at home with my
brother. 1 thought I'd get started on our science project. Can you send me your notes?

W: Sure, I’ll email them to you now.

Text 4

W: Something in the kitchen smells amazing!

M: Yeah, I'm making a dish out of that new cookbook I got for Christmas. Everything in it is a “one-pot meal”, which
means everything goes into one dish.

W: Oh, great! That makes cleaning up easier, afterwards!

Text 5

W: Excuse me, is this your water bottle? You left it on the ground over there.

M: It’s empty. 1 have no use for it anymore.

W: Well then, maybe you should put it where 1t belongs.

Text 6

W: It’s been about 20 minutes since you look that pain medicine, James. How’s your head now?

M: It still really hurts, Miss Jacobs.

W: Okay. Well, 1 don’t think you're going back to class today. I think we need to call your parents and get them to
come and pick you up.

M: Oh, rcally? That means I'll miss the history class.

W: Don’t worry, It’s 3:20 p.m, already, so the day is almost over. Now... Should I call your mom or your dad?

M: Umm... probably my dad. I think Mom has a hospital appointment today.

W: Okay, I'll go and give him a ring. You stay here in my office and rest.

M: Thank you, Miss.

Text 7

M: [ work out every day, but I just can’t lose the fat around my stomach.

W: Are you stressed out?
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M: Maybe. What does that have to do with anything?

W: Well, high stress levels make it really difficult to lose weight.

M: Really?

W: Yeah! Studies have shown that stressed bodies hold onto fat, because they’re trying to make sure they have enough
energy to deal with the “dangers” they’re experiencing.

M: So, you’re saying [ have a fat stomach because I'm stressed?

W: Basically, yes! And your strict dict and exercise plan probably isn’t helping, as those kinds of things will only
make the problem worse.

M: So, what should I do?

W: Well, I suggest you get more sleep, eat more protein and go walking or do some yoga.

M: Okay. I guess there’s no harm in trying it.

Text 8

M: How was the party on Friday night?

W: It was great! Jane had absolutely no idea we were all going to be there,

M: Yeah, Paul posted a video of the moment she walked into the restaurant on Weibo,

W: Oh, really? I haven’t seen that,

M: Yeah, it was great! She looked like she didn’t know whether to laugh or burst into tears!

W: She did a bit of both over the course of the evening|

M: She enjoyed herself though, right?

W: Yeah, she had a fantastic time.

M: T wish I could have been there, but my sister’s party was organized months ago,

W: It’s okay. Jane understood. And I gave her your present.

M: Yeah, she sent me a text to say thank you on Saturday moming,

W: I think 1t was her favourite gift. She’s so excited to go to the concert!

M: I'm looking forward to it too. They’re such a great band.

W: I wanted to go too, but when I tried to book the ticket, it was sold out,

M: It wasn’t easy to get them! I was sitting at my computer for hours.

Text 9

W: Do you like the area you live in?

M: I do. It’s quite an expensive neighborhood, so I couldn’t afford a big place. But there’s a great park and some
lovely shops nearby. Plus, there’s a gym and a library... Everything you need is within a five-minute walk.

W: And are your neighbors quite friendly?

M: I'd say pcople are nice, but there isn’t a great sense of community spirit. Most pcople seem to keep themselves to
themsclves.

W: | sce,

M: Why do you ask?

W: I'm thinking about moving house. I like where I live now, but it’s just so far from work. I’'m spending hours on
buses every day.

M: Yeah, that must be quite difficult.

W: How long does it take you to get here each moming?

M: To the office? About 20 minutes if I cycle, which is what I prefer to do. But 1 can always jump on the subway if
I’m running late. That gets me here in less than 10 minutes.

W: Thal’s greatl That would be a real help when I'm working late,

M: Ycah, you've been doing that quite a lot recently, haven’t you?

W: Well, I’m hoping to be promoted very soon. But if [ am, I’ll be able to afford a better place, closer to the office.

M: Why don’t you come over at the weekend? | can introduce you to the neighbourhood and show you the local
sights.

W: That would be greatl Thanks.

Text 10
Welcome to the delayed 2:00 p.m. train to Edinburgh. We apologize for our late departure from Birmingham New

Street, This was due to a signal failure between Tamworth and Burton-upon-Trent, which has now been fixed.

Unfortunately, as a result of this, the service is now running 18 minutes late. This means we should now arrive at

Edinburgh Waverley Station at around twenty minutes past seven this evening. We apologize for any inconvenience

this may cause. This service is made up of ten coaches(#=/f). Coach E is our Quiet Coach, so passengers travelling in
that coach are asked to please keep their mobile phones and other devices on silent. First class can be found in Coach
B and it 1s strictly reserved for first-class ticket holders. Later on, one of my co-workers will be coming through the
train sclling snacks, drinks and newspapers. However, there is also a restaurant car where you can buy hot meals, and
this can be found in Coach A. Those travelling with bikes are asked to store them safely in the correct place in Coach J.
Hceavy bags should also be placed in available storage arcas to avoid blocking the train doors. If you joined us in
Birmingham, please have your tickets ready for checking shortly. Our next station stop will be Derby in about 40
minutes, followed by Sheffield, Leeds, York, Durham, Newcastle, Dunbar and finally Edinburgh Waverley Station.



